852        To tlie Countess of Upper Ossory      [1791

to live on her twenty thousand pounds a year from the
shop, and she reserves in her own power 70,000?, that
she has saved; my Lord laying up his own estate for his
two sons2.

Monday, 3rd.

I choose to finish with my own hand, that you may not
think me worse: indeed I am better, but the amendment
is very slow; I have no actual pain at all, nor any more
gout coming; but the swelling of my left hand remains,
and the elbow and shoulder are still lame. This is the
whole truth.

Lady Mount-Edgcumbe and Madame de la Villebague
have been here from Eichmond this morning, and says
Mrs. Siddons has suffered so much by her late exertions
that she has relapsed, and they think must quit the
stage. They told me nothing else, and so I will conclude.
My next week's letter will, I trust, be more satisfactory.
Adieu!

2769.   To THE COUNTESS OE UPPEB OSSOEY.

Strawberry Hill, Thursday evening, Jan. 6, 1791.

1 HAVE been ill for three weeks, Madam, with some gout
and a good deal of rheumatism, and this is the first day
in which I have been able to walk (with help) from my
bedchamber to the blue room:   but, as I hate to tire
anybody with common habitual complaints, or to trouble
them to inquire after me, I have kept my ails to myself as
much as I could.  I do certainly mend, though very slowly:
no wonder, at my age, and with such a frame !   Still I have
great cause to be thankful, for though the husk is as slight
as the shell of a paper nautilus, the core is of iron-wood.

2  The Hon. Thomas and the Hon.     The former succeeded his father, and
Augustus John Eeynolds-Moreton.     was created Earl of Ducie.s - Moreton
